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January 2010
Dear Colleague,
CETTIL Conference

‘There’s no technology in inclusion or is there?’
Saturday March 13th 2010, 10.00am to 3.00pm

Clinical Skills Centre, Coach Lane Campus, Northumbria University

In our third conference we continue the theme of inclusive learning and explore how educational technology can be embedded in inclusive practice.
Sugata Mitra is Professor of Educational Technology at Newcastle University. He is acknowledged by the author of Q and A, on which the Oscar-winning film Slumdog Millionaire is based, as the inspiration behind the book from his Hole in the Wall experiment. Professor Mitra is our keynote speaker.  Sugata recently spent some time at Beaumont College, Lancaster, and is planning an inclusion experiment with self organised learning. In his words: “If something nice happens, it will be great thing to talk about”.
There are ten workshops led by CETTIL partners and learners and you will have the opportunity to take part in four of them. 
· AccessApps – over 40 portable open source and free assistive technology applications

· Building a learning community with the educational use of the Wiki

· Coaching and mentoring and 10 pedagogical approaches (Teaching Cards)

· Communication Aids and their practical applications
· Electronic person centred learning plans

· Flip a video – shoot, edit and play!
· Screen reading software for vision impairment
· Snap! Snap! Snap! – using photography as a tool to address common problems in people with autistic spectrum condition

· The use of MP3s to help identify coaching and mentoring strategies
· Using technology to help students with severe learning disabilities to recall and embed learning

The plenary session will draw on the workshops to respond to the conference question.
Please find attached further CETT for Inclusive Learning (CETTIL) conference details. To book a place or for further information please contact Joyce Charlton at joyce.charlton@northumbria.ac.uk  
We look forward to seeing you at our conference.

Joyce Charlton
Director,   CETT for Inclusive Learning
Conference timetable

	10.00 – 10.20

	Arrival and registration 

	10.20 – 10.35
	Welcome 
Gerry Rice (Associate Dean Education and Social Care) and Dr Toby Brandon, (Senior Lecturer Disability Studies), School of HCES Northumbria University.

	10.35 – 10.55

	Keynote speaker - Professor Sugata Mitra

Sugata will share with us his latest research.



	11.00 – 11.30
and

11.45 – 12.15
(refreshment break

11.30
to
11.45
take into second workshop)
	Workshops  - you can explore two of the activities
A    Flip a Video – shoot, edit and play!
The Lawnmowers Independent Theatre Company use Flip Video as a tool in their reflective practice.  Lawnmowers will lead a practical workshop where you can learn how to use Flip Video recorders. These recorders are affordable, simple to use and most clips on U-Tube are recorded using Flip Videos or equivalent. 
B   Communication Aids
Staff and learners from Northern Counties College will demonstrate a range of communication aids and their practical applications. Participants in the workshop will see how communication aids give learners a voice and allow them to control their own environment. All participants will be able to complete hands on activities and test their own communication skills.
C    Screen reading software for vision impairment
Staff and learners will demonstrate Supernova and JAWS software packages. City of Sunderland College uses this software in support of students who are blind or have severe vision impairments.
D    Electronic person centred learning plans
North East Autism Society – Thornbeck College’s workshop will demonstrate the use of electronic Person Centred Learning Plans with adult learners who have Autism Spectrum Condition. The PLCPs allow learners to plan their individually tailored programme at college and to celebrate their progress and achievements using visual media and sound.
E    Coaching and mentoring and 10 pedagogical approaches
The LSIS project ‘Enabling access to effective mentor support’ provided Northumberland Adult Learning Service with the opportunity to develop an appropriate mentor and coaching policy and procedure to enable access to effective mentor support. In this workshop you will get the opportunity to learn how NALS has used its virtual learning environment NorTLE to support teaching staff across a large geographical area and lead to improvements in the classroom. You will be issued with copies of the ten teaching cards designed to support staff in the use of different pedagogical approaches and have the opportunity to ask questions.


	12.30 – 1.15
	Lunch and networking


	1.15 – 1.45
and

2.00 – 2.30

	Workshops  - you can explore two of the activities

F    AccessApps
Terry Docking, e-learning adviser of JISC Regional Support Centre Northern Region will be demonstrating the award winning and internationally acclaimed AccessApps. Over 40 portable open source and free assistive technology applications which can be run directly from a USB drive. The contents of the USB drive can be adapted to suit an individual learner. It also means that the learner will have the same applications available at home and be able to continue working.
G   Technology to recall and embed learning

This workshop led by Mencap National College Dilston will demonstrate how a linked educational visit and IT based activity can embed the learning of students with severe learning difficulties. Using a range of media including video, still photos, computer software and symbols, students take the outside experiences of one day into the classroom the following day and use touch or click and drag technology to create a personal record of their learning.
H   Snap! Snap! Snap!  Photography and Autistic Spectrum Condition
Photography has always been one of the most popular courses offered by Education and Services for People with Autism college and is undertaken by most learners at some point in their college career. In this workshop you will hear the learners’ views on why they enjoy it so much, look at some of their work and have a chance to get hands on with cameras and related software (with some learner instruction!).
I   Building a community with the educational use of the Wiki
The workshop is a follow on from a research article published by JISC entitled ‘Effective Practice in the Digital Age’.  You will get the opportunity to explore how Theresa Thornton’s (Northumberland College) part-time learners benefit from becoming part of a learning community which could assist with their progression.

J   MP3s to help identify coaching and mentoring strategies
Northumbria University’s Post Compulsory Education and Training teacher educator team will share with you their experiences of using recorded mentor / mentee sessions for feedback and for exploring the coaching and mentoring processes. 

	2.30


	Refreshments (take into plenary session)

	2.40 - 3.00


	Plenary  –   Professor Dan Goodley 
‘There’s no technology in inclusion or is there?’
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