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Introduction to Language and Communication (Part 1)

CPD Provider
	CPD Provider


	North East Autism Society

Thornbeck College and Adult Services

	Key
contact


	Christine Dempster
College Principal

	Telephone Number
	0191 510 2038

	Email address
	chris.dempster@ ne-as.org.uk


	Location of the training


	Training can be delivered at Thornbeck College Sunderland, Northumbria University (Coach Lane Campus), or on your premises.
The maximum group size is 25 with a minimum number of 15.



	If you are interested in this CPD activity please contact the CPD provider.


Target group

Staff teaching and supporting learners with an Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC) and learners with Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities (LDD) 

Benefits of Attendance

Participants will be able to recognise comprehension difficulties experienced by learners with an ASC and learners with LDD. They will also be able to use a range of strategies to support the language comprehension difficulties of learners with an ASC and LDD.
Aim of the activity           The purpose of the activity is to
Understand the processes involved in communication and language development and explore a range of strategies to support comprehension.

Learning experience        As a result of the activity you should be able to
· Name the eleven processes involved in communication.
· Order these processes in a communication chain.
· Be aware of some of the comprehension difficulties that learners with an ASC and LDD have in understanding spoken language.
· Recognise if learners with an ASC and LDD are experiencing comprehension difficulties i.e. attention and listening, literal interpretation, auditory memory
· Be aware of strategies to support learners who are experiencing comprehension difficulties i.e. visual supports, simple language.
Key content

· Discussion about the definition of the terms ‘language’ and ‘communication’.
· Discussion of the five processes for comprehension of language and the six processes for expressive language.

· Identification of a range of comprehension difficulties in spoken language.

· Recognising ‘key words’ in spoken language (Activity one).

· Discussion about language support strategies i.e. language cues, visual supports

· Discussion about making spoken language accessible to learners with comprehension difficulties (Activity two).

· Discussion on homework activity in preparation for the follow up workshop / individual support.

· Reflect on development using the CETT for Inclusive Learning (CETTIL) Individual Reflective Tool.
Follow up workshop – for non NEAS staff only
· Reflecting on the potential impact of the initial training.

· Sharing good practice and trouble shooting.

· Consolidation of using the comprehension support strategies.
Duration

1 hour pre-reading

3 hours for the initial workshop

1 hour for homework activity and the CETTIL CPD Individual Reflective Tool

3 hours follow up workshop for non NEAS staff or individual surgery for NEAS staff

Methods of learning

Pre activity

To complete the training pre-reading on ASC and LLDD including a glossary of terms

During the activity

Group discussion and two scenarios / activities
Post activity

Complete the homework exercise in preparation for the follow up workshop or individual surgery
Assessment strategies

Initial assessment 

In house (for NEAS staff) 

The Speech and Language Therapist will hold communication surgeries to support the effective implementation of the support strategies

External organisations 

Follow up half day workshop

Progression

Successful completion of this training can lead to ‘Introduction to Language and Communication (Part 2)’.
Please note

 A Certificate of Attendance will be issued by CETTIL upon successful completion of the CPD.
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